IN THE MOUNTAINS

IN VERY DIFFERENT WAYS—AND AT QPPOSITE ENDS OF THE

COUNTRY—THE FELICI TRIQ AND THE DAPONTE STRING
QUARTET HAVE WORKED TO BUILD REWARDING CAREERS FROM
A SMALL-TOWN BASE. |
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Fi Piana Tesn, in fetiilence aance 195 in Mamimsath Lakas, Calidoe Hang amd bsir hissk

Brian Schubdt, and theie ted chvildran, Sophia (6} asd A (4), ke becomas whalehearted members of This

wity ed T  resnrt fcran high in eastern Sierras. Pianist Pauline 2
5N LUNeinn oo lanily ar
y difTicuS oeCigicn Do returm 1 ene. Vien
o {he many roles 1k Falecis e
ork hard i o challs
i dacEiti
Wa can have a famil ra and 0 rovwmeding peofesslonal |
on thousand miles away, in Domariscotta, Maine, members of the DaPaonie Siaing bak i ras

since 19595 way much the same thing. “We have a real music camead wiEhout e urban dravw b o wilent M
Presion rémarks. “You'ré respecied and apgreciated in thi Commun ity 1o w . T CART

{ Ferdonarsd Liva

&, the DaPonies ariginally canss 1o thale jobs Throwgh an NEA-Fumded Chamber Mus

oy plagram that focussd an rurd 15, Hoal comminnitles providesd rent-Teese liwing and

& one-1nird of 1l wskcians’ siipends. Ensombdes lived in theso commienities for g ful

ranss and lsaching evpereEncE, wile DUk i Fepert Gang And Ml imng ursEopac]s

hallenges. (kn the years since, the CMA program has expanded Trom @ origenal rwral residoncy prograsm

rahéf Progsam, wl 18 Beath aBoFt-1orm &nd mulliyaar ressdoncies—nol only

ufsan locales as wall)

it of 1hair residencies as step sbomen bo somep

v LT P e N oo mibl e w a8 the Felscis and

m o s@itle where iy § ted ol WAL Fas e o Thii

BT

askapril

Daronbas in May.

p ihan 300 concerts in Eurcpae, South America ond

fibe lndianm Se I al Mu in Blooméngd o qVE WOn

Dibioes. Alloy throe yoars in T ¥ Lakas,

ch thay gave concerts and croald | educaianal programs ramging Teome SC oo avdils 0o il Saucn

wnnrs, the trio decidesd to seitla in the town pormanendly. They werg Funded in padl by NE&IChambse
Ammarkca lor a lowrth wear in 2001, Buf in the economic dessnbudsn of 23000, b local Momo Courty Arts
e then Conl Foemia Arts Coo

e 7

oeger provide support

B

cl Piano Trio workad with

Mammaath commsunaly [SacErE 10 BHris

Tl ] - D= prof 1L SUsapeGr [ O QNI E

o, 1 Eamibesr Music UnEound {CRL)

spant the weol in Mammsolh

F uff L: ting wrlh boa
rands and feachers
his Filicis
Ch. | AlsS OSOrvyed &

F Chambesr Mysic Eayl

s it

ilang




(&4 mountaln miles noeth of Mammalh] da
Ridgecrest {170 miles (o the soulh)

On a Thuraday allerncon, durisg an April
arawstanm, | joined tha group on a thoeoe=hour
drive to Ridgocrest (estimated population
26 500). The Felicis had Been Invited thes 1o
address Ehe local Miudse Toacthars Apsocintion
aksut Araining for chamber musde, 1o “ed|udi=
cate”™ afudenis prepaning for yearend recitals,
and fo glve the evening concert sponsored by
the Ridgocrest Chambor Music Sociely—
recenlly Mormsed in reaponse to tha Falscls'
coAcart prasancs in Tha aroga

“Training for chambar music starts with the
vary first lesson,” Hang 108 the music 1eachars
th naxt morning. “Every meaning!ul inlerasison
prepares for chamber musie” Saated In the
downiown Ridgocrest Presbytorian Church,
thi tonchors lisfenod aftentively, Dulsida, il
was sunery and Pell IWe speings in Mammgih,
4,000 Tesl highes, ancw was plled wp to the
rialling of magl hiusas

Hang, Schuldt, and Zamora spent the after.
noon listaning 1o and advising elementan.
middla, and high school students, ons by one
That swening. the irés parformad Maozart's Trio
i G Majer (KA496): "Boogle Woogle,™ from
Dwwid Bakee's Rools ' for Pilano Teko (1882
and Schubert™s Piano Trio n B-Flat Magor, op
59, for an audience that Filled the Lindbed
Miothadigt Chainch

Tha mox] imsorneng. from 9:00 9l noon, adjudi.
cations contineed. Evary lan minutes, Zamoda
jgot bo hoar anothar eamest young plang siudent,
and each ane laft with some specilic, con-
giructive suggestion, As gocdbyes wern sald,
Hang axplorad the possibliity of Ridgecrest]
Mammeoth field trips: and sxchanges. “Ous kids
are 30 iEolated—i1 would b sonderliul Tor
ik (o meeal ofren music students”

Aliee lunch, wo drove back to Mammoih. "Noxt woek we'ie
dising this all ower sgain,” said Schuldt, grinning. “This tirme in
Jachzon and Wesi Paimt [in the western Foothills of the Sierra,
and morth of Mammsath] Wa'll e checking the waathar 1o see
whatlser this will be & Thaes- or & seeen=hour trip, deperding on
whaihaer the Sonora Pass s open”

"Romelimes we wondar whethar wi as dodng (o0 miseh,” Said
Hang. “Bul the teaching holps our own playing. It claridies our
thinking.™ The 1ré0 propanes ard pariorms flve distinct programs
for its H-concert winbor sories. Ten concorts are parformed iniho
rasidoncy area, fen more on tours within and beyond California.
Esch masmbar of tha Trio alse performs in 8 three-wesk-long
Mammolh Lakes Mugic Feslival In feLant ponrs, fastveal punst
artigls have included collists Tsuyoshi Tsuisumd and Brand Taylos,
violkgt Atar Arad, oboist Marion Kusiyk, vislinisis Coray
Corovsch and Mokuiknla Mawenyvama, planial Evelyno Brancart,
ard composar Paul Morives

The Siedrs Chambar EnsombleWaorkshaop, for sdult amatours,
runs concurrently with tha Tostival, and guesl artisis join the
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“We had the luxury of
being able to mature
to a whole new level, to
develop a group sound
that people learned
to recognize.”

Felicis as faculty. Many festival workshop participanis also
play A the Easiern Sierra Chambar Orehedti, conducied by
Brian, And swery second year, tha group conducts a workghop
in Floramce, Italy=an gpportunity that came abouwt theough an
Italian wisitor to Mammoth who heard one of its concerts.
Winler concerlts are hald In St Joseph's, a slaidy woaden
chiafeh with pood fecustics and A parking Bal 1hal's reliably
cloared ol snow, The church kolds sbowt 200 peopln, and tha pows
are usually packed. According to Hang and Schuldt, peaplo
from the citios s beginning (o schodule their ski weekends 1o
comncide wilh Falici conceis. Sunday performances Begin ehartly
aftad il dday Mags, whale the Chiefeh |8 810 warm, " 5o peopla
neenear laase” sayve Schuldh, =thay just move 10 a bedter seat’
Father Andy Dachaower also heats 1he charch on days when
the fric rehearaes these; and at the and of the seaskon, 1he
Felicia make & danation e help pay 1o costs, M cne of ko
Imfarmial relationships in this small commanity thal sustain
thalr ongoing residoncy. Other essontial parinorships aro with
tha Mammath Lakoes Foundafson and Cerre Coso Commsnity
College, which provide olfics, tehasrenl, ard claRsroom Space,
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The community codlege also prowides venues for the Felici’s
smmeei fesiival concests amd ils Chanber Music Mayhem pro-
gram Mayham sasaions sarve absut 35 voungstess wha have al
lsaat Ehros yanra’ oxpedioncs with Ehair Enalromans H"lﬂ-ﬂl‘
Eroups work together 30 minutes on thair own, 20 minutes with
copchéng, and then amother 20 minutes on their oen again. A
bountilul snack comes noxt [shopped lor and arramged by Peggie
Charw, a Board membser) and & hall-bowt to socialize Then ey
cae |8 aEsigand 1o anaihor group, snd ihe Rocoss resumes. fod &
s@cond howr, Winter and spring concaris serve &6 lundraisers for
the program.

| was impressod with the soricusmess of tho children, the kind-
mss &nd raspect with whilch thay tried 1o halp ons anothar master
thair group tasks Thore was wery little fooling around. “Childran
need be know that you respect thom,” Rebecca said. “Then thay
do 1his for sach odbher. We develop wery specilic, conatructive
langunge: ‘How do we lic this? Tha iden s 10 aalve problams
regathed” In all the Felicis” mugic Imstructicn programs resch
more tham 100 children, in growp ($335 for the school year) and
privale lossons, tha latter with oneallment in the "Cerlilicate of
Merit” program of the California Music Teachers Association.
The Mammodih and Bishop Saring Orchestras are an option for
ages 51 15, 48 ane ghoup plans lesdons 8l Cem Cota lor sludents
12 12 18, Abaut hall of ike children participating ane on fulll gchal-
arship,

‘Gifts, granis and condributions made wp about 70 percent of
CMU's S008=04 budget of $185 000 Earned income—ticket sales,
schoal outreach, chamber music workshops, group lessons. and
individual lessan fuition combingd—provides only about 30
padcant of what's neaded. On b axpanse aide, fully T3 pareant
of budgel goes o employes salaries—a base of 330,000 each,
sugmented by taition incoms, accaording to feaching load=—
plus healih inswrance premiums, payroll faces, and workers'
compensation contributicns.

Looking to the future, Don Sage, CMU'S chairman, speaks
aboul the reed for greater skability. Pemmaneni ausing will Sacn
b i pressing need. Hong and Schuldt and their children currendly
Tiwn Bn & rorvied, multibeesd tovwnbouse unlt with office and teaching
space on tha first floor; kitchen|dinéng and living room bedrocm
facilitios on the second, and the children's bedroom on the third.
Ween=Ting Muang has moved in moxt door.

“But to have room o live, teach, and rehearse, Brian and
Rehacen are raally going to nesd & lour-hadrosom hausa,” com-
manis Sage. That's why they have pul (hoir names info ihe
town bottery lor affordabie howsing, 1o be bullt in the next throe
o lour years.

CMU'S five-year plan proposes adding & full-time adminsinatie
positicn, This yeas kas the trio mambers 1heorstically dedicating
30 hows por woek 1o CMU, with two weeks' paid vacation and
sinndard halidaye Yot the schedube they cutlned Tor me (rehaaraaks
avary morning, tnaching in tha afterncaon, practicing andfor writing
programs and pubdicity office work at nightl suggests that they
aftén work 18-hour days They don't complain; they do now havs
alficd halp far 10 hours & woak, And Paggie Chaw and & leam of
local velundsars clten pravide exira pairs of hands

Loda |ns1 sprirg, just whan things appanred o bo under condral,
Paulima Zamora god the oifar from the Escusln Moderna do Musica
in Santiago. & replacement had to be found immediately. Within
days of the Felicis® advertising in the College Music Socioty's

music vacancy ligl, 34 planisis applisd, nearly all wilh fapes of
wary Righ quality, After extensive inferviaws (What is i that you
can unigquily contribite to the Felicls” work, apart from your playing
shills® Cam you imagene youwself living in a small, rather isoiated
community? Do you ke snare? Wildlita? §, dour linalists camn to
wizit, Wen-Ting Huang alsa an IU graduate—and active in Europs,
ths LS., snd Taiwan &8 A sale and collaborative arst—seamed
parfect loe tha job,

Haor predecessor Zamorn also had an international bach-
arownd amd, during her years with the trio, had awakensd 1ha local
Latine communilys infesest in the ensemble’s work (32 parcant
al Mammaoth's residents. are of Latin Amesican arigin). Zamora
now plans te develop some sor of studen sechango Bobeeon
Mammath Lakes and ihe Escueds Modesna, Asked how the
Chibsan pianisls departure weald alfect the Felicis ability fo
maintain comtact with the Latine community, Hang told me tkat
hex whale famély would bo participating in the local alemenlary
schools Spanish/English dual mmersian program. “We sighed
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CMA Regional Workshops
DESIGNING COMMUNITY

RESIDENCIES

Susan Dadian, program director of
Chamber Music Amarica, will lead sessions
for parformers and presenters on the elemenis
of forging community partnerships and planning
successful residency projects.

S

San Francisco CA
Febrwary 13, 1000 am.
ODC DanceCommans

351 Shotwall Street

Los Angeles CA
Fahruary 1%, 200 p.m,
Williem Andrews Clark Memaorial Library
Univarsity of Califarnia, Los Angeles

Tempe AZ
February 17, 2:00 p.m.

Walls Fargo Arern, Rem 116
Arizona State University
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Philadelphia PA
Masch 8, 2:00 p.m.
! Riock Hall
Boyer Callege of Music, Temple Univarsity
Washingten DC
Mosch 9, £:00 pm.
| Whittall Pavilion, Thomas Jefferson Building
E Libeary of Congress
9 Regromt workshops are frew fo CMA members and 2500 for
E non-members. Sealing is limied To register, or for more
© wnformalion, confsc! David Erer (212) MNE-2028, ext. 17, ar
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i conlras! which stipulatos our poracnnl invcdvemant vaith the
pragram over the neat five years. Wa volunbosr an howr a wesk in
the classrosm and attend a mondhly parent mesting in
EnglishiSpanish™ She adds that a significant romber af Latin
Amarickn chikdres aré alrasdy anrslled In (he ater-sohood
pdehpatrn class: and she hopes thal her family’s ireolvomant in
this dual lamguage program will bring more.

Hang also espresses the wish that someday an intern ensemble
o & ploneering music leacher might halp CMLU by traveling to the
gl léf BLhSa1E On & wbbkly BERIE, Bul ahaé contades thnt's sTill a
dstant drgam. “ln e maentimse,” she says, “we know 1hat whal
win ang dosng hare is really making a diflesence” Emphasizing that
this weork is Emportant for its own Sabe, abe adds “R's not infended
to lead 16 6 canear someplace alss, We are whers wa wnmt (e be™
Haofd, aba dxplaing, s 860 CAn Sonlenies 10 grow artstically, snd
prifgu® ils prasanting goals: "We are ambilious,” says Hang, “wa
wand 10 andsch the Eastern Skarra with music at the highest lewel™
Says Schuldt, “Don't worry about ws This i owr ifg, our gieat
adventure”

My vigil with tha DaPorte String Quariat [D50) n May came
ol a partecularly exciting time in tho 1o of the quartet. & few
woehs bofore had seen the ensembie’s debut at Carnegie Hall,
o premiene performance of David Del Tredici's String Quariol
Mol in & minos, commissionad lor them by thelr suppsartive
board, the Frionds of the DaPonte String Quartet (FDSO),

it wias also & moamant of transition That weekend's concaris—
Fridey in Mewcastle, Saturday in Portland, and Swnday in
Brunswick=—were the Lasi that would be plaged with wiolinist
Stephana Tran Ngoc, & distinguizhed soloist and quartel player,
v had besn wilh the D30 Tar 1wd yeard biul 1ound thal the

Tiee BaPonles (wilh Tran Ngoc) befare thelr
debul performance af Carmegie Hall

domands of his sclo and fenching career, togothor with family
naeds, condlicted with the amaunt of rebhesrsal timo the gquartol
nequires. Lydia Forbos, e D50 recantly hired violinist, would
arrive Juns 15 and noeded to kit the ground running; the summar
concart serles (elght concerts in threo different venues) was
slnfad 1o Begin Julyil,
| attended o Friday night cancart in lale Jdune. Aboal 8 Busdr e
paople attended thie firgt of thies woekand periormances (ihe
inst of the lecal 18-concart winter saries ) In Saint Patrick’s Church,
Lad i

B Jomied,

Saint Patrick’s ks the DaPortes’ fourth kacal venoe; they've moved
Trom thme 1o tima 1o accommaodnle a growing audisnce. Billsd as
=& Yisit 1o Soulh America,” the concart featwred works by Arriagas,
Tusing, Piazsolla, and Francisco Flota Polo.

Tho nact migeming, | mal with e (hree fsunding membeds—
Fordimand Liva, wiolin; Mark Preston, vicla; and Myles Josdan,
collg==gyar coflen in Liva's kitchen in noarby Topsham. Liva was
hodding dbex, his very active toddier son, 50 that his wife, compog
Gia Canmsalli, could make a phone call in peace. "We always want
1o b i Dlvi- o Bl -Hay-n-wiek rahaaraal schaduls, v 000 o
12:00 absolutely every mosnimg,” Liva sasd. That rehasrsal lime i
1k core of the quartel's lile and figuroed in the DaPonto’s decision
19 atoy in mid-coast Maine

Earlisr, | had naked vialinist Dean Adhur Stein, wha'd Been
with the D50 froem 1996 bo 2008 (and is mow artislic and sscutive
digector of the Arcady Music Fesiival near Bas Hasbor), whal had
browght thes DaPontes to this decision. Stein lodd e, =LUp hare
nodhing is ruiSed, We had the lusury of beirsg able 1o take the timea 1o
miadisre fo 8 whols nees bovel, 16 devilop a group sound thal people
laadmid Lo rocognie. Peaple wowld coma up 10 ws and say, 1 heasd
pou on the radio and know immaediately it was the DaPoste’™

Tha guartet lirst performed in Maine in fhe summer of 1987,
whibi still consarvatory students. Thidr nine concerls were wall
receiveed, and thoy reburmed the fodlowing swummer, They gave their
first leamal concart &8 iba DaPonle in Philadolphia in 1994 and
cami to the mid-coast for a first full yeer in 1995, via & CMANEA
rurad resbdency. “1 think it gradunlly daenod on us, maybe o the
third year of our grant, ikat with coll phones, compaters, we could
gt o wark done up horo, without hawing to fight ot kor froslancers
I Mg Wi, ” Stedan &aid. “Wa could be he musichans we espired
10 B, wirk a8 hong &8 we nasdad on (ke whole Beetkoven cycle in
thoss pristine condilbons. We couwld nctunlly be Bassd Pena, FES
an intermaticnal carner &nd & civilized life"

Even batter, somes pecpls wanted o support 1bom in this guest.
“Irh Gief Ehafel wdar,” Maik Pragbon sald, " psopla who caded came o
us and aaked, "What would it take bo kesp pou hane? What do you
nead? How can wo holp you stay®™

Lawywer Rober Grogory, whase children studied wilh guartot
mesmbsrs, explains. ¥ These guys have a credibility and rospect and
dewadiain of padple & the commuhity, and they prowsde a raditionsl
gkill 1Bl has almost dieappeared, That way of learming itsel? is
WOTh presorying. “5"“‘-!- huns spae mons hours with his instrumang
than a braim suEgoon on kis”

“Wa're all enrichod by their presence,” adds Biythe Edwards,
i &afly board member. “They add to the cultural life of Maine.
A group ol peaple gat ogeiher 1o eroale a nat-lor-pralil Boaard
thal could lundraies, increass (he musicians’ baae [Ny, @0t
them hsaith insurance, provide some underlying securily for the
hectic lite they've chosen.’

Gregory tacilitated planning at the oulsat of the grant pariod.
“Wa had regular sossions in my banon; my wife cooked dinnar.
Wo neoded & slrategsc plan. The aberments of day-to-day support
woid A three-lagped sicol: Each would leach sluders. Thans
wodld be some revenue from perioemance and scme comemunily
service. Fundraising woald bo nosded, bul money follows the
miggion, 80 we ashed (he DaPonies what they really wanted,
arvd Aoy said ihobr [ocws was on excellonl plageng and the qusr-
tal's caresr”

Conlinued on page 64



